
 

 

Inspectors will consider the extent to which the school’s curriculum sets out the 

knowledge and skills that pupils will gain at each stage (we call this ‘intent’).  

They will also consider the way that the curriculum developed or adopted by 

the school is taught and assessed in order to support pupils to build their 

knowledge and to apply that knowledge as skills (we call this 

‘implementation’).  

Finally, inspectors will consider the outcomes that pupils achieve as a result of 

the education they have received (we call this the ‘impact’). 

 

Intent  
171. In evaluating the school’s educational intent, inspectors will primarily consider the 
curriculum leadership provided by school, subject and curriculum leaders.  

172. The judgement focuses on factors that both research and inspection evidence 
indicate contribute most strongly to an effective education where pupils achieve highly. 
These factors are listed below.  

◼ The school’s curriculum is rooted in the solid consensus of the school’s leaders about 
the knowledge and skills that pupils need in order to take advantage of opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of later life. In this way, it can powerfully address social 
disadvantage.  

◼ It is clear what end points the curriculum is building towards and what pupils need   
to know and be able to do to reach those end points.  

◼ The school’s curriculum is planned and sequenced so that new knowledge and skills 
build on what has been taught before and towards its clearly defined end points.  

◼ The curriculum reflects the school’s local context by addressing typical gaps in 

pupils’ knowledge and skills.  

◼ The curriculum remains as broad as possible for as long as possible… 

◼ There is high academic/vocational/technical ambition for all pupils, and the school 
does not offer disadvantaged pupils or pupils with SEND a reduced curriculum.  
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Refer to the School Inspection Handbook (Section 5) pages 42 – 46 for the full 

details of Ofsted’s view on the curriculum, including implementation and 

impact. 


